1920"932

e Roaring Twenties

inning of the decade, psyc

By the iF reud had become a hofsg’hcl:l(;a::zSt
sigmunmeric ans knew little of the complexity :f
MoS‘.An cering work in the psychology of the un-
s px% "< because they learned about hig therapies
slar magazines. Still, people realized that
nP¥ ffered a way of looking at the worl that
<18 dically different and important to the
W eth century as Charles Darwin’g theory of
eluu’O“ had been to the century before, I, the
oo tes, much t0 Freud’s disgust, the American
twef;a wrned his therapeutic wisdom about the
il origins of behavior on its head. If it js wrong
that we are sexual beings, some reasoned,
0 the key to health and fulfillment must lie in
alowing impulse flteely. Those who doubted

is reasoning were simply “repressed.”
The new ethic of personal freedom excited a
; gniﬁcal"t number of P.xmericans to seek pleasure
without guilt in a whirl of activity that earned
e decade the name “Roaring Twenties.” Pro-
yibition made lawbreakers of millions of other-
yise decent folk. Flappers and “new women”
sallenged traditional gender boundaries. Other
smericans enjoyed the “Roaring Twenties” at a safe
gistance through the words and images of vastly
epanded mass communication. Motion pictures,
ndio, and magazines marketed celebrities. In
the freedom of America’s big cities, particularly
New York, a burst of creativity produced the “New
Negro,” who confounded and disturbed white
Americans. The “Lost Generation” of writers, pro-
foundly disillusioned with mainstream America’s

wltural direction, fled the country.

n
freud
a

Prohibition

Republicans generally sought to curb the powers
ifgovernment and liberate private initiative, but
te twenties witnessed a great exception to this
tle when the federal government implemented
e of the last reforms of the Progressive Era: the
Eighteenth Amendment, which banned the man-
Uacture and sale of alcohol and took effect in
Jln}xary 1920 (see chapter 22) and made the
{hited States the world’s only society ever to
o W its most popular intoxicant. Drying up
“ fvers of liquor that Americans consumed,
PPorters of prohibition declared, would boost
Uction, eliminate crime, and lift the nation’s
ralty. A powerful coalition supported prohi-
% but women were particularly enthusiastic
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bgcause heavy drinking was closely associated
With domestic violence and poverty.

Charged with enforcing prohibition, the
Treasury Department put more than 3,000 agents
In the field, and in 1925 alone, they smashed
more than 172,000 illegal stills. The annual per
pt'erson consumption of alcoholic beverages de-
clined from 2.60 gallons just before prohibition
t(? l.ess than a gallon in 1934, the year after prohi-
bltllor\ ended. But Treasury agents faced a stag-
gering task. Local resistance was intense. In 1929,
an agent in Indiana reported, “Conditions in
most important cities very bad. Lax and corrupt
public officials great handicap . . . prevalence of

Lucky Strike
Cigarette smoking promised instant maturity, sophistication,
and worldliness—not to mention, as revealed in this 1929
advertisement for the popular brand Lucky Strike, a svelte
figure. Any woman seeking to remain attractive by avoiding
matronly weight gain could simply reach for her Luckies.
In the 1920s, Americans smoked billions of cigarettes each
year, and ads assured them that they could feel confident
about Lucky's purity because “it's toasted.” How did smokers
know that they ran no health risk? Because precisely 20,679
physicians said so! How has cigarette advertising changed?
How has it remained the same?
Picture Research Consultants & Archives.
IS THIS YOU FIVE YEARS FROM NOW?
Whon fompred fo overinduige
Reach for a Lucky instead”

and 30 20679 physiciens sy thet
Luckies are less irritating 10 your
[

“It’s toasted”

Your Throat Protection —against irritation —against cough.

#We do not sy smoking Luckies reduces fesh. We do ssy when tempted 10 over-indulge, “Reach for « Lusky inmesd.”
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Prohibition Action ] -~
Prohibition agents sometimes entertained appreciative

audiences. The wastefulness of pouring nine hundred

gallons of perfectly good wine down a drain in Los Angeles
amused some spectators and troubled others. Of course,

those who had an interest in drinking despite the law
could witness the disposal of bootleg alcohol serenely
confident that they could easily find more.

Corbis.

drinking among minor boys and the . . . middle or
better class of adults.” The “speakeasy,” a place
where men (and, increasingly, women) drank

publicly, became a common feature
D R
of the urban landscape. There,

he public what the
ants,” Al Capone
“and all

orter,
buse.”

bootleggers, so named a century
before because they put bottles
in their tall boots to sneak past
tax collectors, provided whiskey
smuggled from Canada, tequila

-

from Mexico, and liquor concocted in makeshift
stills. Otherwise upright people discovered the
thrill of breaking the law. One dealer, trading on
common knowledge that whiskey still flowed in
the White House, distributed cards advertising
himself as the “President’s Bootlegger.”
Eventually, serious criminals took over the
liquor trade. Alphonse “Big Al” Capone became
the era’s most notorious gang lord by establish-
ing in Chicago a bootlegging empire that reput-
edly grossed more than $60 million in a single
yee?r. During the first four years of prohibition
Chicago witnessed more than two hundreci
gang-related killings as riya] mobs struggled for
control of the lucrative liquor trade. The most

notorious event Cam’c on St, Vﬂlontin ,
1929, when Capone’s “ﬂlinn-domi e‘g Day
machine-gunned scv?r? "“’.n\bl'rs of g » Moy
gang. Federal authorities f}nally sent ¢, al I'ixl»,
prison for income tax e'\'/aslon_ “I give , One to
what the public wants, Capone told rL p”blic
«and all 1 get is abuse.” Capone was 4 e oy
but he portrayed himself as a "esOurcefulngster,
preneur and successful businessman. Nty
Gang-war slayings prompteq demg

the repeal of the Ei_ghtoenth Ame“dmem_ l“ S for
a panel of distinguished experts reporteq thn ]931'
hibition, which suppox:ters had def’*’ﬂde at by
great social and economic experimeng ~ ha fa's -
The social and political costs of thibiﬁo Algy
weighed the benefits. Prohibition Caused gpy oyt
citizens to disrespect the law, corrupteq h lnéry
and demoralized the judiciary. In 1933, afte ice,
teen years, the nation ended prohibition‘ r
the Eighteenth Amendment the only mﬂSﬁtuZ ing
amendment to be subsequently repealeg. Ony|

The New Woman

Of all the changes in American ljfe in the 19
none sparked more heated debate than the i s,
natives offered to the traditiona] roles of womer.
Increasing numbers of women worked ang wen‘
to college, defying older gender Rierarchje, an
norms. Even rpainstream magazineg such a thd
Saturday Evening Post began publishing stori ‘
about young, college-educated women whg dra::
gin cocktails, smoked cigarettes, wore skim
dresses and dangly necklaces, daringly rolleg
their stockings at the knee, anq enjoyed ge,
Before the Great War, the “new Woman” dweltin.
New York City’s bohemian Greenwich Village
but afterward the mass media brought her int(;
middle-class America’s living rooms

Politically, women entered uncharted territory
when the Nineteenth Amendment, ratified in 19
granted them the vote, Feminists fe]t liberateci
and expected women to reshape the politicy|
landscape, Celebrating enfranchisement, 3 Kansas
woman declared, “I went to bed last night a slave])
[ awoke this morning a free woman.” Women be-
gan pressuring Congress to Pass laws that espe-
cially concerned women, including measures to
protect women in factories and grant federal aid
to schools, Black women lobbied particularly for
federal courts to assume jurisdiction over the crime
O'f lynching, But women's only significant legisla-
five success came in 1921 when Congress enacted
the Sheppard-Towner Act, which extended federal

assistance to states seeking to reduce shockingly



nfant mortality rates. Rather than the
nig" { womvn'-‘" political success, the
i f“h tide of women’s influence
the mber of factors helped thwart women'’s
Jitical influence. Mﬂ,lc k.h.‘mi“‘“i““ of both ht\ll]itt
) parties: the rarity of temale candidates, ang

'“‘Jl o ex srience in \'uting, especiall

begin-
act marked
in the 1920
Anu '

o 2 i Y among
¢ timmlg"‘mb' kept many women ayw %

¢ s, In the South, poll taxes, li‘l‘mcv k:l}(:":‘“;
right terrorism continued to decimate tth‘o,\‘- m‘
ou frican Americans, men and women alike i
of Most im?ort.al?t, rdt.httl' than forming a m')lid
ting bloc feminists C!l\'lded. Some argued for
V¢ = right to special protection; others L
g nded equal protection. The radical Nat\ion'l-l
s Party fought for an Equal R
dment that stated flatly: “Men ang wr()lxle;1

gull have equal rights throughout the Uniteq
sntes-' The more moderate League of Women
oters feared that the amendment’s wording

jened state laws that _PmVidE‘d women special
ion, such zfs barring women from night
and preventing them from working on cer-
. machines. Put before Congress in 1923, the
al Rights Amendment went down to defeat,
radical women were forced to act within a
k of private agencies and reform associa-
ons to advance the causes of birth control, legal
ity for minorities, and the end of child labor.
Economically, women's relationship to paid
work changed. More women worked for pay—
imately one in four by 1930 —but they clus-
ered in “women’s jobs.” The proportion of women
working in manufacturing fell, while the number
of women working as secretaries, stenographers,
and typists skyrocketed. Women almost monopo-
lized the occupations of librarian, nurse, ele-
mentary school teacher, and telephone operator.
also represented 40 percent of salesclerks
More female white-collar workers meant
omen were interested in protective legis-
for women; new women wanted salaries
rtunities equal to men'’s.
ed earnings gave working women
ing power and a special relationship
new consumer culture. A stereotype
ved of the flapper, so called because of
ed fad of wearing unbuckled ga-
apper had short “bobbed” hair and
and rouge. She spent freely on the
dresses with short skirts and drop
arms, and no petticoats—and she
it to wild jazz.
y woman both reflected and pro-
m birth control movement. Mar-
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g‘""‘.‘ Sanger, the crusading pioneer for contra-
\\‘}V\m‘m during the Progressive Era, restated her
pr"“"k‘“l conviction in 1920: “No woman can call
herself free until she can choose consciously
“'hf‘fhvr she will or will not be a mother.” By
shmlng strategy in the twenties, Sanger courted

t!w conservative American Medical Association;

l"“\.t‘d birth control with the eugenics movement,

}’\'thh advocated limiting reproduction among

undesirable” groups; and thus made contracep-
tion a respectable subject for discussion.

Flapper style and values spread from coast to
Coast through films, novels, magazines, and adver-
tlt%el‘nents. New women challenged American con-
victions about separate spheres for women and
m.en, the double standard of sexual conduct, and
Victorian ideas of proper female appearance and
behavior. (See “Historical Question,” page 838.)

“The Girls' Rebellion”

The August 1924 cover of Redbook, a popular women's
magazine, portrays the kind of postadolescent girl who
was making respectable families frantic. Flappers scandal-
ized their middle-class parents by flouting the old moral
code. This young woman sports the “badges of flapper-
hood," including what one critic called an “intoxication
of rouge.” The cover promises a story inside about girls
gone wild. Fictionalized, emotion-packed stories such as
this brought the new woman into every woman'’s home.
Picture Research Consultants & Archives.
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The New Negro
” Both

gence n
‘New Negro-

The 1920s witnessed the emel
‘n‘“()ndl"

but also of the
consery atives
o challenge

and re
.d the caste

sricans O

new woman
new identities riled
African Americans wh
that confined d.u-]\—\'kinncd f\”“. e who
svels of societ) mnfrontcd whites W e
ations would not ch.mg-,f-
aded after their
ricans

1es
system
the lowest l¢
insisted that race rel :
soldiers quicl\l_\' f
African Ame

Cheers for black
hardship and

eturn from World War I, and
soon faced grim days of economic

~ . 9 |
race riots (see chapter 22).

essed the Harlem
ed in New York
fW. E. B.

Noah's Ark
Kansas-born painter Aaron Douglas expr

Renaissance visually. When Douglas arriv
City in 1925, he quickly attracted the attention 0
Du Bois, who believed that the arts could manifest the
African American soul. At Du Bois's urging, Douglas sought
ways of integrating the African cultural heritage with Amer-
ican experience. This depiction of an African Noah command-
ing the loading of the ark displays a technique that be-
came closely associated with African American art: strong
silhouetted figures awash in misty color, indicating a con-
nection between Christian faith and the vital, colorful origins
of black Americans in a distant, mythologized African past.

Fisk University Art Galleries

i
During the 1920s, the . %,
American intellectual W. | B. l):nnl.m
National Association for the ‘ ‘l 30
Colored People (NAACP) JR(‘»{rl-\\,\‘]“‘l-lu;v, ;
the passage of a federal angjj, telyp !
counter mob violence against l\ Uho it
Gouth. Many poor blacks, I]()\\.(.\('I'\Li)l]. )
) disj)

with mainstream politics, turned ¢,
shiptoa Jamaican-born Visionary n: Ny
Garvey. Garvey urged African J\m“f_““u' M.
discover the heritage of Africa, tdl\(.( Tlcan,
own culture and achievements, and m}‘rld., o
urity by avoiding mi”'ccgenatio” In klxiﬂtf”,.‘ ‘
Jaunched the Universal Negro I ”7’("rr
Association (UNIA) to help ,\t‘r]-(‘”?pr“'...,; 
gain economic and political indcp(,,]dv ~‘\mw_
outside white society. In 1919, tj, U Nce
its own shipping company, the B]dd\ :
to SUPPUPt the “ Back to f\trjt“]" St« g
among black Americans. Garvyey, kn I,m”""“‘”“«
inspire followers, but he was bu( W hoy .
and the enterprise was an omnOmiCs;”“‘”,
1927, the federal government Pinned ‘;”Ur '
illegal practices on Garvey and dt’por;» d?: '
Jamaica. Nevertheless, the issues (\,dr\@ Rim
about racial pride, black identity, and “:'\ Raiseg
: € Seap.

€N,

(N

for equality persisted, and his legacy , !
the center of black nationalist th‘ou;htem”“‘ t
Still, most African Amcrjck)mhn‘_

hope in the American promise, In Ne“v‘\ﬁlnmz:y;
hope and talent came together. Poio 1 f>rk(v¢;
t.he South, as well as sophisticated “dd\\ from
from the West Indies, poured into H]Jiﬂﬂgh‘;s;
town Manhattan. New York City’s ‘bJ t‘m In up.
lation increased 115 percent (H'om 1055 Popu-
327,000) in the 1920s, while ! 52,000
lation increased only 20 p(xl-gt\lt Qim]';ki Popu.
graphic changes occurred on L')\sn II‘;I =
throughout the urban North O\- ”U \.ffh
and unsanitary housing dccmn}.wni fi““'m\.m"
Population explosion, but so tm»k di:iL1 ”N\\' b‘&.\"\
Cor.lsdous“ess and self-confidence th;tn{t,\\ oy
artistic accomplishment. at fed into
: The exFraordinary mix of black artists, sculp-
d(;rliiaer]r(;\tzl\lzsstz’t musicians, and poets in Harlen
i ) out to create a distinctive African
American culture that drew ,‘ e
Americans and Af; 'c, (‘rt,“ j o Mo ideniii e
PUL it in 1925, they . ;\S e
“New Negro,’: - (}, ; (1; f(;_c ukc:: o the world ”?“
and segregation t ﬁ rom t.‘n 1shes ofslg\c:\
Cteative comine Ch)rprodalm African Americans
Negro Car;e ; b he emergence of the New
sance. Buijld; g kno“.'n as the Harlem ch.»*.av
ro. Ing on the independence and pride
Played by black soldiers during the war, black




=] "20,1932

__oht to defeat the fresh ons
‘;rfi_sfcri(::rrilnination fmt:‘l violence ($iz:up%:ltx::f
acid paintings, and plays. Wo
younger Negro artists
ir?tend to express our in.d.i_
v1.dual dark-skinned selves
without fear or shame,” [_an .
ston Hughes, a determ;i g
mined
young black poet, said of
the Harlem Renaissance. I
" whitet P?OEIe are pleased, we
If they are not, it doesn’
are Sli‘:é are be};utiful. And ugly, totoTatter. i
The Hal'le“f Renaissance produced dazzling
St Black w,:;m- James Weldon Johnson, who
o had wrl.tter’} the Negro national anthem,
in Every Voice,” wrote “God’s Trombones”
; ), in which he expressed the wisdom and
peauty of black folktales from the South. The po-
- of Langston Hughes, Claude McKay, and
ntee Cullen celebrated the vitality of life in
( - Zora Neale Hurston’s novel Their Eyes
‘  Watching God (1937) explored the compiex
: Pssions of black people in a southern commu-
Black painters, led by Aaron Douglas,
»d African art, which had recently inspired
modernist artists, to the concept of the
egro. In bold, colorful scenes, Douglas
ed biblical and African myths in ways
essed a powerful cultural heritage for
ericans.
pite such vibrancy, Harlem for most
emained a separate black ghetto known
s lively nightlife. Fashionable whites
{ into Harlem'’s nightclubs, the most fa-
which was the Cotton Club. There,
ed they could hear “real” jazz, a rel-
musical form, in its “natural” sur-
The vigor and optimism of the
ance left a powerful legacy for
s, but the creative burst did little
 to dissolve the prejudice of a
yet prepared to allow African
opportunities. (See “Seeking
mise,” page 842.)

, had captured the nation.
ng to symphonic music
. but jazz giants such
' Roll Morton, and Duke
by singers such as Ma
and Ethel Waters, enter-
Jazz was only one of the
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entertainment choices of Americans, however. In

the twenties, popular culture, like consumer

goods, was mass-produced and mass-consumed.

Since politics was undemanding and uninterest-
ing, Americans looked elsewhere for excitement.
The proliferation of movies, radios, music, and
sports meant that they found plenty to do, and in
doing the same things, they helped create a na-
tional culture.

Nothing offered escapist delights like the
movies (Figure 23.2). Admission was cheap, and
in the dark, Americans of all classes could savor
the same ideal of the good life. Blacks and whites,

FIGURE 23.2 Movie and Baseball Attendance
America's favorite pastimes, movies and baseball, tracked
the economy. The rise and fall of weekly movie attendance
and seasonal baseball attendance shown here mirrored the
rise and fall of prosperity.
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and complexities of mo
Americans also found her869 L segt:e-
lidified its

Baseball, rofessionalized since 1
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Figure 23.2). It remained essentially lgt o
king class, an outle

of rebelliousness. In

1 played by and for the wor!
i tinge

i el g th, baseball had the

The

f George Herman “Babe” Ru :
most cherished free spirit of the time.
“Sultan of Swat” mixed his record-setting home
runs with rowdy escapades, demonstrating to
: fans that sports offered a way to break out of the
l ordinariness of everyday life. By “his sheer exu-
berance,” one sportswriter declared, Ruth “has
lightened the cares of the world.”

The public also fell in love with a young
boxer from the grim mining districts of Colo-
rado. As a teenager, Jack Dempsey had made his
living hanging around saloons betting he could
beat anyone in the house. When he took the
heavyweight crown just after World War 1, he
was revered as the people’s champ, an American

_ equalizer who was a stand-in for
Although F. Scott Fitzgerald ~  the average American who felt in-
) me and wealth a5 creasingly confined by bureau-

aracy and machine-made culture,
In Philadelphia in 1926, a crowd of
L 125,000 fans saw challenger Gene
Tunney carve up and defeat the
amp,

forni

€ *“itr.
20
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P to learn would disappear. But i
P ith the times, football moveq o,
mercial spectacle. Harold “Regr > Mg
Galloping Ghost,” led the way |, ’fan,n‘
ardom at the UniverSity of ”y H(),‘:A'
Bears in the new prOfeSSiol,ln?ig t?
q f()()ti

E‘Qp.
|
d,
com

“the

from st
the Chicago

pall league: : -
The decade’s hero worship reached

zenith in the cel.ebration of Charles Lin "
young pilot who set out on May 2ergh'a
from Long Island in hig ., (),]927
plane, The Spirit of St. Louif.engi“‘;
come the first person ¢, ﬂyhl to b
across the Atlantic, Ne B
tagged Lindbergh “the [op, EzpapQrs
the perfect hero for an age that eleby gle"
dividual accomplishrr}ent. “Charles I—indsted R
one journalist proclaimed, “is the stuit Crgh »
which have been madfe the pioneers that 0out of
up the wilderness. His are the qualities ‘fh'ed
we, as a people, must nourish.” Lmdbergh ic
ized, however, that technical and Organizaﬁm]‘
complexity was fast reducing chances L onafl
tary achievement. Consequently, he ﬁtledsoh-
book about the flight We (1927) to inclyg is
machine that had made it all possible, ¢
Another machine—the radio*beca
important to mass culture in the 192(q The Me
tion’s first licensed radio station, KDK A in Pi?ta.
burgh, began broadcasting in 1920, e 5005.
American airwaves buzzed with news, Sermmﬂ
soap operas, sports, comedy, and music, Amer:
icans on the West Coast laughed at the late
jokes from New York. For the first time, citizen,
were able to listen to the voices of political cang;.
dates without leaving home. Because they coulg
now reach prospective customers in their own
homes, advertisers bankrolled radio’s rapid
gro?vth. Between 1922 and 1929, the number of
radio stations in the United States increased
fror-n 39 to 606. In just seven years, homes with
:j;:’: nJ.umped from 60,000 to a staggering 1025
espeljiaacilllo f:ldded to the sPree?d of popular musi
o Y JReT, Jazz—with its energy and free-
.o \—provided the sound track for a new, dis
E:;:I:Z?al class C?f YOU_th.s. As the traditional
ened, the cOmmunity, religion, and family loo§-
fa anc)lloung felt less pressure to imitate their
S i Ann}ore fregdom to develop their 0w
dents };el dmCreeismg number of college Stilfl'
e aPF dthe rah-rah” style of college li®
advertis ad promoted in movies, songs &
ements. The collegiate set was the V4"

Sard of the decade’s “flaming youth.




20-1%
Lost Generation

e

g iters and artists. felt alienated from
9""18-.3’5 mass-culture society, which they found
A" pti-intellectual, and  materialistic.
:hﬂllo“.(;n of silly movie stars disgusted them.
_’A(jora or, they believed that business culture
Mofe:; American life. To their minds, Henry Ford
i oor hero. Young, white, and mostly col-
qade? }:a ted, these expatriates, as they came to be
Jege od felt embittered by the war and renounced
a“ed’ ives who had promoted it as a crusade.
ﬂ:el’of:szurope—not Hollywood or Harlem —

Ford;z the place to seek their renaissance,
The American-born writer Gertrude Stein, long
; in Paris, remarked famously as the
oSt aalﬁ gathened around her, ”They are the
39183&0“'” Most of the expatriates, however,
W, to the contrary that they had finally found
wselves- Far from the complications of home,
:  pariates helped launch the most creative pe-
odin American art and literature in the twentieth
The novelist whose spare, clean style best
,mlpllﬁed the expatriate efforts to make art mirror
w’cmﬁt}' was Ernest Hemingway. Hemingway’s
.ence in the Great War convinced him that the
yorld in which he was raised, with its Christian
oralism and belief in progress, was bankrupt.
irers found the terse language and hard
fessoms of his novel The Sun Also Rises (1926) to be
; Wexpmioﬂs of a world stripped of illusions.
- Many writers who remained in America were
in spirit. Before the war, intellectuals had
joined progressive reform movements.
, they were more likely to act as lonely
American cultural vulgarity. With prose
o with scorn for conventional values,
Sinclair Lewis in Main Street (1920) and
1922) satirized his native Midwest as a cul-
and. Humorists such as James Thurber
andish characters to poke fun at Amer-
y and inhibitions. And southern writers,
liam Faulkner, explored the
class and race heritage.
talienation surfaced as well.
cott Fitzgerald gained fame
5 the chronicler of flaming
sadly in This Side of Para-
disillusioned generation
find all Gods dead, all
Il faiths in man shaken.”

3

RESISTANCE TO CHANGE

Resistance to Change

Large areas of the country did not share in the
wealth of the 1920s and had little confidence that
they would anytime soon. By the end of the
decade, 40 percent of the nation’s farmers were
landless, and 90 percent of rural homes had
no indoor plumbing, gas, or electricity. Rural
America’s wariness and distrust of urban
America turned to despair in the 1920s when the
census reported that the majority of the popu.la-
tion had shifted from the country to the city
(Map 23.2, page 846). Urban domination over the
nation’s political and cultural life and sharply
rising economic disparity drove rural Americans
in often ugly, reactionary directions.

Cities seemed to stand for everything rur.al
areas stood against. Rural America imagined it-
self as solidly Anglo-Saxon (despite the presence
of millions of African Americans in the South
and Mexican Americans, Native Americans, and
Asian Americans in the West), and the cities
seemed to be filled with undesirable immigrants.
Rural America was the home of old-time
Protestant religion, and the cities teemed with
Catholics, Jews, liberal Protestants, and atheists.
Rural America championed old-fashioned moral
standards—abstinence and self-denial —while
the cities spawned every imaginable vice. Once
the “backbone of the Republic,” rural Americans
had become poor country cousins. In the 1920s,
frustrated rural people sought to recapture their
country by helping to push through prohibition,
dam the flow of immigrants, revive the Ku Klux
Klan, defend the Bible as literal truth, and defeat
an urban Roman Catholic for president.

Rejecting the Undesirables

Before the war, when about a million immigrants
arrived each year, some Americans warned that
unassimilable foreigners were smother-
ing the nation. War against Germany and
its allies expanded nativist and anti-
radical sentiment. After the war, large-
scale immigration resumed (another
800,000 immigrants arrived in 1921) at
a moment when industrialists no longer
needed new factory laborers. African
American and Mexican migration had
relieved labor shortages. Moreover, union
leaders feared that millions of poor immigrants
would undercut their efforts to organize
American workers. Rural America’s God-fearing
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PULATION CHANGE, 1920-1930

| Very strong growth
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Urban areas of strong growth

. i Brownsville

== Migration of black population
MAP 23.2 The Shift from Rural to Urban Populatior_l, 1920-1930 . .
The movement of whites and Hispanics toward urban and agricultural opportunity made Florida, the West,

and the Southwest the regions of fastest population growth. In co.ntras‘t, large numbers of blacks |eft the
rural South to find a better life in the North. Because almost all migrating blacks went from the countryside

to cities in distant parts of the nation, while white and Hispanic migrants tended to move shorter distances
toward familiar places, the population shift brought more drastic overall change to blacks than to whites

and Hispanics.
ReapinG THE map: Which states had the strongest growth? To which cities did southern blacks

predominantly migrate? '
Connections: What conditions in the countryside made the migration to urban areas appealing
to many rural Americans? In what social and cultural ways did rural America view itself as

different from urban America?
For MORE HELP ANALYZING THIS MAP, see the map activity for this chapter in the Online Study Guide at

bedfordstmartins.com/roark.
————
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ist. In 1921, Congress responded by severely re-

stricting immigration.
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hud i\“u{ masses yearning to breathe fre o
Antiforeign hysteria climaxed in the tria] of
o Jn\rth“t mmigrants from ltaly Nicola
\m\‘ and Bartolomeo Vanzetti. Arrested in 1920
o robbery and murder in South Braintree.
\Lz\,.u‘hlm‘lt\ the men were sentenced to death
by @ judge who openly referred to them as “an-
archist bastards.” In response to doubts about
the fairness Of the verdict, the governor of
\assachusetts named a blue-ribbon review com-

nittee that found the trial judge guilty of a “grave

sach of official decorum” but refused to rec
ommend a motion tor retrial. When Massachu-
wfts executed Sacco and Vanzetti on August 23
1027, fifty thousand mourners followed the cas

Sacco and Vanzetti

After the quilty verdicts were
anounced, American artist Ben
$hahn produced a series of paintings
1 preserve the memory of Nicola
Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti,
whom many immigrants, liberals,
ad civl libertarians believed were
Bsely accused and unfairly con-
wted. Even today, the 1927 execu-
ons symbolize for some the short-
@ings of American justice.

WMO Museum of Modern Art/
{emsed by Scala/Art Resource, NY.
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Kets in the rain, convinced that the men had died
because they were immigrants and radicals, not

because they were murderers

The Rebirth of the Ku Klux Klan

I'he nation’s sour antiforeign mood struck a re
sponsive chord in members of the Ku Klux Klan
The Klan first appeared in the South during
Reconstruction to thwart black freedom and
expired with the reestablishment of white su
premacy. In 1915, the Klan revived soon after
D. W. Griffith’s blockbuster film Birth of a Nation
celebrated earlier Klan racist violence as heroic
and necessary. Reborn at Stone Mountain,
Georgia, the new Klan extended its targets be
yond black Americans and quic kly \plv.ni be
yond the South. Under a banner proclaiming
“100 percent Americanism,” the Klan prnlmwd
to defend family, morality, and traditional
American values against the threats posed by
blacks, immigrants, radicals, feminists, Catholics,
and Jews

Building on the frustrations of rural America,
the Klan attracted three million to four million
members—women as well as men. Women
members worked for prohibition, strong public
schools, and traditional morality. By the mid
1920s, the Klan had spread throughout the na-

tion, almost controlling Indiana and influencing
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Mencken's acid prose indicated, Bryan’s

1 tion was not purely a victory of reason

h science. It also revealed the disdain urban

and o felt for country people and the values

ang to. The Ku Klux Klan revival and the

trial dramatized and inflamed divisions

50pes city and country, intellectuals and the

acated, the privileged and the poor, the
goﬁets and the faithful.

RESISTANCE TO CHANGE

that rural Americans feared and resented. A
child of immigrants, Smith got his start in poli-
tics with the help of Tammany Hall, New York
City’s Irish-dominated political machine and the
epitome of big-city corruption in many minds.
He believed that immigration quotas were
wrong, and he spoke out against restriction. He
signed New York State’s anti-Klan bill and con-
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demned the decade’s growing in-  ————————

tolerance. Smith also opposed Portraying the “monkey trial” as

NSmith and the Election of 1928 prohibition, believing that it was a a battle between the country

'1319 1",esideru:ial election of 1928 brought many
o the developments of the 1920s—prohibition,
migration, religion, and the clash of rural and
gtban values—into sharp focus. Republicans
2nhasized the economic success of their
ﬁs pro-business government. But because
noth parties generally agreed that the American
ymy was basically sound, the campai
social issues that divided Amerli)cang:

mocrats nominated four-time gov-
ew York Alfred E. Smith. Smith

nativist attack on immigrant cus-
toms. When Smith supposedly

and the city, H. L. Mencken

: e Y flayed William Jennings Bryan
you ik 10 have your footon the 2 2 *charlatan, a mounte-
rail and blow the foam off some bank' a za”ny W’l'thotutjsg\(jg;e
suds?” prohibition forces dubbed ~ OF dignity,” motivate y

him “Alcohol Al.”

by “hatred of the city men

Smith’s greatest vulnerability ~Who had laughed at him for

in the heartland, however, was his SO Iong."
religion. He was the first Catholic

to run for president. A Methodist bishop in
Virginia denounced Roman Catholicism as “the
Mother of ignorance, superstition, intolerance
and sin” and begged Protestants not to vote for a
candidate who represented “the kind of dirty
people that you find today on the sidewalks of
New York.” An editorial in the Baptist and
Commoner argued that the election of Smith
“would be granting the Pope the right to dictate
to this government what it should do.”

Hoover, who neatly combined the images of
morality, efficiency, service, and prosperity, won
the election by a landslide (Map 23.3). He re-
ceived nearly 58 percent of the vote and gained
444 electoral votes to Smith’s 87. The Repub-
licans” most notable success came in the previ-
ously solid Democratic South, where Smith’s re-
ligion, views on prohibition, and big-city
persona allowed them to take four states. Smith
carried the Lower South, where the Democratic
Party’s identification with white supremacy pre-
vailed. The Republican victory was marred only
by the party’s reduced support in the cities and
among discontented farmers. The nation’s
largest cities voted Democratic in a striking
reversal of 1924, indicating the rising strength
of ethnic minorities, including Smith's fellow
Catholics.

* REVIEW  Why did the relationship between urban

 deteriorate in the 1920s?




